
 

AC1.6 EVALUATE METHODS OF COLLECTING STATISTICS ABOUT CRIME 
METHOD –  
EXPALIN PURPOSE 

RELIABLITY/VALIDITY/ 
REPRESENTATIVENESS 

ANY ETHICAL ISSUES STRENGTHS and LIMITATIONS 

HOME OFFICE/ 
POLIC STATIISTICS –  
 
We collect crime statistics 
to track where and how 
often crimes happen. This 
helps police and the 
government spot trends, 
improve safety, and decide 
where to focus resources. It 
also informs laws, shows 
what works, and keeps the 
public aware, helping 
communities stay safer 

• Reliability: Crime stats can be reliable when 
the same methods are used consistently over 
time. However, they depend on accurate 
reporting by law enforcement and victims, so 
if crimes go unreported or misrecorded, the 
data may not be fully reliable. 

• Validity: Crime statistics may not fully reflect 
actual crime levels as some crimes (like 
domestic violence or cybercrime) are often 
underreported, making the data less valid. 

• Representativeness: Ideally, crime statistics 
should represent the whole population, but 
they can be biased. Certain groups (like 
minorities or low-income areas) may be over-
policed, leading to skewed data that doesn't 
accurately reflect crime rates across all 
communities. 

• Underreporting & Bias -Some crimes, like 
sexual assault or domestic violence, are 
often underreported, leading to incomplete 
data. This can create a misleading picture of 
crime rates, affecting justice and resource 
allocation. 

• Stereotyping - Certain communities, like 
minority or low-income groups, may be 
over-policed, resulting in higher reported 
crime rates for these groups. This can 
reinforce stereotypes and lead to unfair 
treatment. 

• Privacy - Collecting and sharing crime data 
must be handled carefully to protect 
individuals' privacy, especially victims and 
sensitive cases. 

• A key strength of official crime statistics is that they give a clear picture of 
crime trends and patterns in different areas over time; this helps police and 
lawmakers decide where to focus their resources. By looking at these trends, 
they can see which crime prevention strategies are working and make 
changes if needed. Also, these statistics raise awareness about crime issues in 
communities, keeping people informed and encouraging conversations about 
safety and security, keeping  neighbourhoods safer. 

• A key limitation of official crime statistics are their failure to measure 
the  dark figure of crime accurately, especially sensitive cases like sexual 
assault & domestic abuse. This leads to incomplete data that can give a false 
picture of crime rates. As a result, resources might not be allocated properly, 
and the real extent of crime in communities can be misunderstood. 
Additionally, over-policing in some areas can make crime levels seem worse 
than they actually are. 

The Crime Survey for 
England and Wales –  
 
Measures crime, including 
incidents not reported to 
the police, providing a more 
complete view of crime 
trends. It also gathers data 
on public experiences, 
perceptions of crime, and 
safety, helping to inform 
government policies and 
crime prevention 
strategies. 

• Reliability: The CSEW is conducted regularly 
with consistent methodology, ensuring 
dependable results over time, allowing reliable 
tracking of crime trends and victim 
experiences.  

• Validity: It accurately measures the public’s 
experiences, including unreported crimes, 
using well-designed questions to reflect real 
crime patterns and public perceptions, 
enhancing validity.  

• Representativeness: The survey's large, 
representative sample ensures it reflects the 
broader population, enabling generalization of 
findings on crime rates and victimization. 

• Privacy: The CSEW collects personal 
information, including details about crime 
victims, and it’s important this stays 
private.  

• Consent: Participants should fully 
understand the survey and how their info will 
be used. They shouldn’t be pressured into 
participating and must agree willingly. 

• Emotional Impact: Talking about crime can 
be upsetting. The survey should be handled 
carefully to avoid causing more stress, and 
help should be offered if needed.  

• Vulnerability: Extra care is needed to 
protect sensitive groups, like young people 
or those with mental health issues. 

• The Crime CSEW has several key strengths: it collects comprehensive data on 
various types of crime, including those not reported to the police, which gives 
a fuller picture of crime rates. Its victim-centred approach focuses on 
individuals' experiences, highlighting the impact of crime and uncovering 
trends that police statistics might overlook. Conducted annually since 1982, 
the CSEW provides valuable longitudinal data to track crime trends over time 
and importantly addresses the "dark figure of crime" by revealing hidden 
crimes that don’t appear in official reports, helping to understand the true 
extent of criminal activity. 

• The CSEW has some limitations. First, it uses a small sample of the population, 
which might not fully represent everyone, especially marginalized groups who 
may not participate. Second, some respondents might forget about crimes or 
choose not to report them, which can lead to inaccuracies, especially for less 
serious offenses. Additionally, the survey usually excludes certain crimes, like 
murder and some corporate offenses, limiting our overall understanding of 
crime rates.  


